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SUMMARY 



EFFECTIVENESS OF A SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR DEVELOPMENT OF 
WORD RECOGNITION BY CULTURALLY DISADVANTAGED FIRST 

GRADE PUPILS 

Purpose 

The purpose of this study was to determine the 
effectiveness of visual perceptual training upon word 
recognition and subsequent reading achievement of culturally 
disadvantaged first grade pupils. 

Procedures 

The investigation employed two Groups: the 

Experimental Groups received the Frostig Program for the 
Development of Visual Perception for a period of twelve 
weeks in addition to the regular readiness program, and the 
Control Groups received the readiness program as outlined 
in the Teacher* s Manual of the regular basal reading series. 

The subjects for this investigation were forty- 
eight first grade students of East Livingston Elementary 
School, Town of Albany, Louisiana, during the school year 
1967-1968. The students were from families with annual 
incomes of $3,000.00 or less, and of parents with eight 
years or less of schooling. 

During the second week of the school term each pupil 
was administered the Metropolitan Readiness Test , the 
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Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test, the Puretone Audiometer 



Test , the Keystone Visual Survey Test , and the Frostig 
Developmental Test of Visual Perception . 

The results of the Metropolitan Readiness Test 
indicated that all the pupils were achieving below low- 



average. The vision of all the pupils was found to be 
within the expected normal limits according to the Keystone 
Visual Survey Test , and no evidence of loss of hearing was 
indicated as measured by the Puretone Audiometer Test . 

At the end of the twelve week training period, the 
Gates Primary Reading Test Form I was administered to the 
pupils. The Form II of the Gates Primary Reading Test 
was administered to the pupils at the end of eighteen weeks, 
and Form III of the Gates Primary Reading Test was admin- 
istered at the end of twenty-four weeks. 

The data were treated by an analysis of covariance 
to test the significance of the differences between the 
means of the Control Groups and the means of the Experi- 
mental Groups. 



Findings 

The findings included the following: 

1. The hypothesis that no difference would be 
revealed in the level of word recognition between the Experi- 
mental Group and the Control Group was partially supported. 
The significant mean difference shown in test results for 
Test II reflected a change in the Experimental Group beyond 
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the .01 level. At the end of the twenty- four weeks, the 
significance had disappeared. 

2. Only partial support was yielded for the hypo- 

fhoci e fhaf r\r\ A *i ffararinD TiTnnl^ ovrcr in fho 

total reading scores of the Control Group and the Experi- 
mental Group. The difference between the means of the two 
groups on Test II was significant beyond the .05 level. 
Analysis of these means at the end of twenty-four weeks. 
Test III, failed to indicate any significant difference. 

3. The final hypothesis was that no difference 
would be revealed in the progress of reading achievement 
between the Control Group and the Experimental Group in 
either word recognition or total reading score. Analysis 
of variance data indicated that both groups showed 
significant gains on both total reading score and word 
recognition. 

Recommendations 

On the basis of the data analyzed throughout this 
study, the following recommendations are offered: 

1. Increase the dimension of investigation by 
extending the Frostig Program to allow an increased number 
of lessons to be taught to the Experimental Group. 

2. Measure the reading achievement at the end of 
the second and third grades in order to determine the pro- 
gress of reading achievement. 
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3. Increase the dimension of investigation by 
extending the grade limit of the basal reading readiness 
program for the culturally disadvantaged pupil in an effort 
to determine the effectiveness of the basal readiness 
program as compared to the Frostig Program., 

4. The introduction of Frostig material in a 
planned and sequential manner apparently does not result in 
more effective word recognition in total reading achievement 
for disadvantaged pupils. Therefore, though not conclusive, 
this study does suggest that some early introductory changes 
would, perhaps, support recognition and total reading 
achievement of the culturally disadvantaged pupil. There- 
fore, the factor of effectiveness of training for visual 
perception should receive additional consideration. 
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Educators and psychologists indicate there is a ueed 
for research in the field of coordinating methods and mate- 
rials compatible to the developmental levels of children. 
Evidence reveals that the majority of middle-class children 
learn amazingly well in the present school system. Further- 
more, evidence substantiates that culturally disadvantaged 
children are frequently behind their peers. 1 The methods 
and materials that are useful to the average child do not 
seem to help the culturally disadvantaged child acquire 
the vital communication and computation skills which *re 
necessary for adequate achievement in school. This range 
in the ability to achieve is a source of frustration to 
the teacher as well as to the culturally disadvantaged 

child. Consequently, the teacher and the child are ready 

2 

to admit defeat* 

A demand exists for supplementary materials to meet 
the needs of the culturally disadvantaged child who is 

^oe L. Frost and Glenn H. Hawkes (ed.). The Dis - 
advantaged Child : Issues and Innovations (New York: 

Houghton Mifflin Company, 19<>6) , p. fc. 

2 Benjamin S. Bloom, Allison Davis, and Robert Hess, 
Compensatory Educati on for Cultural Deprivation (New York: 
Holt, Rinehart and wins ton , Inc . , 196>5) , p. 2b. 
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